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Pursuing Common Goals

The United Nations was 
built by men and women 
like [President Franklin] 

Roosevelt from every corner of the 
world — from Africa and Asia, 
from Europe to the Americas. 
These architects of international 
cooperation had an idealism that 
was anything but naïve — it was 
rooted in the hard-earned lessons 
of war, rooted in the wisdom that 
nations could advance their inter-
ests by acting together instead 
of splitting apart. Now it falls to 
us — for this institution will be 
what we make of it.

— President Barack Obama, 
September 23, 2009

It is unusual for a member of 
the philanthropic sector to 
be given the opportunity to 

address heads of state here at the 
United Nations. I am honored by 
it — and I am also encouraged. I 
see it as a sign of partnership — 
that the world understands that 
no sector acting alone can achieve 
the goals for humanity that are the 
mission of the United Nations.

 — Bill Gates, philanthropist and 
chairman of Microsoft Corp., 

September 25, 2008

At its best, [the United 
Nations] can be an insti-
tution that brings the 

world’s nations together to solve 
global problems through adher-
ence to rules and principles set 
forth in the U.N. charter. And 
it is the responsibility of the 
192 member nations during the 
General Assembly and beyond to 
capitalize on the opportunity for 
global cooperation and progress 
that the United Nations affords to 
each of us.

— Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
U.S. secretary of state, 

September 18, 2009
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Pursuing Common Goals

The United Nations was born 
in the hope that survived 
a world war — the hope 

of a world moving toward justice, 
escaping old patterns of conflict 
and fear. The founding members 
resolved that the peace of the world 
must never again be destroyed by 
the will and wickedness of any 
man. We created a United Nations 
Security Council, so that — unlike 
the League of Nations — our delib-
erations would be more than talk, 
and our resolutions would be more 
than wishes. After generations of 
deceitful dictators, broken treaties 
and squandered lives, we dedicate 
ourselves to standards of human 
dignity shared by all, and to a sys-
tem of security defended by all.

— President George W. Bush, 
September 12, 2002

Concern for the preservation 
and promotion of human 
rights and fundamental 

freedoms stands at the heart of 
the United Nations. Its charter is 
distinguished by its preoccupa-
tion with the rights and welfare of 
individual men and women. The 
United Nations has made it clear 
that it intends to uphold human 
rights and to protect the dignity 
of the human personality. In the 
preamble to the charter the key-
note is set when it declares: “We 
the peoples of the United Nations 
determined ... to reaffirm faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the 
dignity and worth of the human 
person, in the equal rights of men 
and women and of nations large 
and small, and ... to promote social 
progress and better standards 
of life in larger freedom.” This 
reflects the basic premise of the 
charter that the peace and secu-
rity of mankind are dependent on 
mutual respect for the rights and 
freedoms of all.

— Eleanor Roosevelt,
U.N. Commission on Human Rights,

September 28, 1948

The men and women of the 
United Nations have exper-
tise across the entire range 

of humanitarian and develop-
ment activities. Every day they are 
making a difference. We see it in 
nourished bodies of once starving 
children, in the full lives of those 
immunized against disease, in the 
bright eyes of children exposed to 
education through the rich store-
house of human knowledge, in 
refugees cared for and returned to 
their homes, in the health of rivers 
and lakes restored.

— President William J. Clinton, 
September 22, 1997
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